Types of bacteria found in the canals of Amsterdam.
The bacteriological quality of the canal system in Amsterdam was assessed by determination of the quantity and quality of the water. Eight samples of water from different canals were studied. No Gram-positive bacteria were found. The number of Gram-negative bacteria varied from 720-1,820 (average 1,250) organisms per ml of water. The predominant bacteria were: Pseudomonas sp., Klebsiella pneumoniae and Escherichia coli. These data illustrate the high number of potential pathogens in the water canal system in Amsterdam.